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A Study of the Application and
Limits of Defamation on
Cyberspace: From the View of a
Virtual Reality Society

Jiang-Jia Wang*
Abstract

This study attempts to discuss the problems of applying criminal
acts of defamation on cyberspace and their limits. The study’s main aim
is devoted to the issue of whether the application of defamation crime
will be influenced or not due to the special features of the Internet.
Firstly, it discusses speech on cyberspace which inflicts damage upon
individuals in the real world. According to the law in the real world, the
protection of free speech and of reputation should both be considered.
Will it make any deference in regard to cyberspace? And what are the
factors that should be considered? Secondly, it examines the infringing
possibility of avatar’s reputation on cyberspace. Can the virtual indi-
vidual be protected independently? And under what conditions can it be

protected and be punished by criminal law?

Assistant Professor, Department of Law, National Chung-Cheng University; Dr.
iur., National Taiwan University.
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